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Abstract 

The output is a set of 50 cards created by Barker and Oben in response to a Frances Woodley’s 
collaborative project ‘At Cross Purposes (2021-23)’. 

Research Process: Barker and Oben corresponded both visually and in poetic text over two years, their 
ideas bouncing back and forth as they each created 25 printed cards with an image on their face and text 
on their reverse. The research was conducted via email and post, which were used as communication 
systems that allowed for both textual interchange and visual juxtaposition. 

Research Insights: The nature of collaboration as a vehicle for sustained invention and the development 
of insights into other people’s motivation and conceptual frameworks was understood far deeper than 
previously. Both artists had previously worked in collaboration with other people, but neither had 
examined the actual process of collaboration with the depth and sustained processes of joint thinking that 
this project allowed. 

Dissemination: The texts and images of the cards, as well as the processes that lay behind their evolution 
were used as a focus for a book section authored by Barker and Oben in ‘At Cross Purposes ‘, which was 
published in 2023 by Aberystwyth University School of Art. The cards as well as framed prints of them 
formed part of a group exhibition, ‘At Cross Purposes‘ which will tour several galleries: Aberystwyth 
University School of Art Museum and Galleries, 14 February - 21 April 2023; Oriel Môn, Llangefni, 
Anglesey - 29 April to 11 June 2023; Queen Street Studios Gallery, Belfast, - 7 to 28 September 
2023; Elysium Gallery Swansea - November 7 to December 23 2023.

Reuse 
The author of this document has applied a CC BY Creative Commons license to the work herein. Further details about this license can be 
found here: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/.  Any reuse or citation of this work must comply with the tenants of the author’s 
chosen license. 

Takedown 
If you are the author or publisher of this output and you wish for it to be taken down from our Institutional Repository, please contact us and 
we will investigate any issues on a case-by-case basis. 
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