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Abstract 

The output is a creative project exploring eco-feminist perspectives on creature design. 

Chalmers has produced a sizeable body of creature designs for a variety of commercial 

opportunities and personal inquiries and wanted to position this alongside select examples 

by international artists whose work has been crucial to her development.  

Research process 

Building on an existing body of work on the theme of speculative biology and concerns 

around biodiversity, Chalmers wanted to position her research-practice in context to 

internationally renowned feminist concept artists: Terryl Whitlatch, Brynn Metheney, Kate 

Pfeilschiefter and Iris Compiet.  
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Research insights 

The project is contributing to definitions of Creature Design as a distinct discipline. Drawing 

on science, art, and design, ex femina inquiries into women’s experience, understanding, 

and positioning of this practice. 

Dissemination 

The research was disseminated via peer-reviewed exhibition, ‘Creature Design: ex femina’, 

at Leeds Arts University Gallery, 29 August – 10 October 2019. Chalmers previously evolved 

her idea through ‘Women World Builders’, a one-day research forum, also at Leeds Arts 

University, 21 September 2018.  

Keywords 

Creature Design, eco-feminism, biodiversity, Speculative Biology, SciArt, word-building, 

international, science communication, storytelling, believability, worldbuilding 

Creators 

● Rosemary Chalmers, Academic and Creature Designer, UK 

● Terryl Whitlatch, Animal Anatomist, Concept Illustrator, and Creature Designer, USA 

● Brynn Metheney, Freelance Concept Artist, USA 

● Kate Pfeilschiefter, Lead Creature Artist at ArenaNet LLC, USA 

● Iris Compiet, Artist & illustrator of the imaginary, the Netherlands  
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Marine birds of the future: What if birds returned to the sea? (2019) 
 

Output: Capstone Project 
Marine birds of the future: What if birds returned to the sea? (2019) 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

Output: Exhibition 
Creature Design: ex femina  

Blenheim Walk Gallery, Leeds Arts University, 29th August - 10th October 2019 

 

Creature Design: ex femina, 29th August - 10th October 2019. All featured work © Rosemary Chalmers 
(unless otherwise stated) All Photographs: Hamish Irvine. 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

RELATED PUBLICATIONS 

 

Exhibition Poster, Leeds Arts University 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

 

Exhibition Postcard (front and back), Leeds Arts University 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

 

Exhibition Catalogue, Leeds Arts University, pp. 8-9. Available at: 
https://issuu.com/leedscollegeofart/docs/jul-dec_2019_web/8  
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

 

Exhibition Booklet, Rosemary Chalmers. Available at: 
https://lau.repository.guildhe.ac.uk/view/creators/Chalmers,Rosemary.html   
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

SELECTED SOCIAL MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

@LAUlibrarydept, 27th August 2019, Available at: 
https://twitter.com/LAUlibrarydept/status/1166255419909713921?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw  
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

 
@CatrionaMcAra 23rd September 2019. Available at: 
https://twitter.com/CatrionaMcAra/status/1176071768588673024?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw  
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

Dissemination: Opening Night 
Creature Design: ex femina 

Opening Night, Blenheim Walk Gallery, Leeds Arts University, Wednesday 28 August 2019 

Available at: 

https://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/news-events/events-exhibitions/rosemary-chalmers-creature-d

esign-ex-femina/ 

  

Creature Design: ex femina, Opening Night, 28th August 2019. All photographs: Hamish Irvine. 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

 

Creature Design: ex femina, Opening Night, 28th August 2019. Featured work © Rosemary Chalmers. All 

rights reserved. Photograph: Hamish Irvine. 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

Creature Design: ex femina, Opening Night, 28th August 2019. Featured work © Brynn Metheney. All rights 

reserved. Photograph: Hamish Irvine. 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

 

Creature Design: ex femina, Opening Night, 28th August 2019. Featured work © Iris Compiet. All rights 

reserved. Photograph: Hamish Irvine. 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

 

Creature Design: ex femina, Opening Night, 28th August 2019. Featured work © Kate Pfeilschiefter. All 

rights reserved. Photograph: Hamish Irvine.
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

Creature Design: ex femina, Opening Night, 28th August 2019. Featured work © Terryl Whitlatch. All rights 

reserved. Photograph: Hamish Irvine. 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

Dissemination: Closing Event 
Creature Design: ex femina 

Closing Event, Blenheim Walk Gallery, Leeds Arts University, Thursday 10th October 2019 

Available at: 

https://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/news-events/events-exhibitions/rosemary-chalmers-creature-d

esign-ex-femina/  

 

 
33 

https://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/news-events/events-exhibitions/rosemary-chalmers-creature-design-ex-femina/
https://www.leeds-art.ac.uk/news-events/events-exhibitions/rosemary-chalmers-creature-design-ex-femina/


Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

RELATED PUBLICATIONS 
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

CLOSING LECTURE 

 

Available at: https://lau.repository.guildhe.ac.uk/view/creators/Chalmers,Rosemary.html  
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Creature Design: ex femina (2019) 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

@CatrionamcAra, 10th October 2019. Available at: 
https://twitter.com/CatrionaMcAra/status/1182362931855540229?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw   
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Durham Castle Conference (2019) 
 

Related Public Talks: Durham Castle Conference 
'Shaped by the past, creating the future' 

Durham Castle Conference 2019, 29 & 30 July, University College, Durham University, UK 

Available at: https://www.castlemcr.co.uk/academic-conference-2019  

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: CONFERENCE ITEM 

 

Available at: https://lau.repository.guildhe.ac.uk/view/creators/Chalmers,Rosemary.html  
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Durham Castle Conference (2019) 
 

 

Shaped by the past, creating the future. Keynote, 30th July 2019. 
Photograph: Castle Middle Common Room (MCR) Durham.  
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Durham Castle Conference (2019) 
 

RELATED PUBLICATIONS 

 

Durham Castle Conference 2019, Shaped by the Past, Creating the Future, 29th-30th July 2019, p9 
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Durham Castle Conference (2019) 
 

PUBLIC REVIEWS 

 
@TW_Price5, 30th July 2019. Available at: 
https://twitter.com/TW_Price5/status/1156251497128169472?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw  
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Summer in the City Festival (2019) 
 

Related Public Events: Summer in the City Festival 
The Lambton Worm: an exquisite corpse  

Make in Durham, Community Fun Day, Summer in the City Festival, Durham City Council and 

Durham University, Saturday 22 June 201 

Available at: http://www.summercity.org/event/index.html?eventId=a23  
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Summer in the City Festival (2019) 
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Summer in the City Festival (2019) 
 

WORKSHOP 

 

 

Make in Durham, Community Workshop, 22 June 2019. Photographers: Alec Chalmers (top), Durham 
University (above).   
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Summer in the City Festival (2019) 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

@READEnglish, 22nd June 2019. Available at: 
https://twitter.com/READEnglish/status/1142388334431494144?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw  
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Women World Builders Symposium (2018) 
 

Evolution: Thought Bubble Festival 
Tooth & Claw: Creature Design Process and Believability 

Women World Builders Symposium, Thought Bubble Comic Art Festival, Saturday 21st 

September 2018.  

Available at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/women-world-builders-tickets-47106652265#  

ABSTRACT 

How do you create creatures that are integrated into their world? How do you give them a 

sense of purpose and authenticity? We will examine the process of creating believable 

creatures through exploring real-world habitats and adaptations as starting points for the 

imaginary. 

CONFERENCE ITEM 

 

Available at: https://lau.repository.guildhe.ac.uk/view/creators/Chalmers,Rosemary.html    
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Women World Builders Symposium (2018) 
 

RELATED PUBLICATIONS & SOCIAL MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

Leeds Arts University, Exhibitions, July - December 2018, pp. 8-9. Available at: 
https://issuu.com/leedscollegeofart/docs/exhibitionguide_jul-dec18_web/4  
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Women World Builders Symposium (2018) 
 

 

Thought Bubble Comic Con, Free Guide, 22-23 September 2018, p. 21 
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Women World Builders Symposium (2018) 
 

 

@ThoughtBubbleUK, 18 August 2018. Available at: 
https://twitter.com/ThoughtBubbleUK/status/1030719239668346880?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw  
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Women World Builders Symposium (2018) 
 

 

@ThoughtBubbleUK, 30 July 2018. Available at: 
https://twitter.com/ThoughtBubbleUK/status/1023887350978498561?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw  

 
49 

https://twitter.com/ThoughtBubbleUK/status/1023887350978498561?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/ThoughtBubbleUK/status/1023887350978498561?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw


Women World Builders Symposium (2018) 
 

PUBLIC REVIEWS 

 

@jabbageart, 21 September 2018. Available at: 
https://twitter.com/jabbageart/status/1043175227713310722?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw  

 
50 

https://twitter.com/jabbageart/status/1043175227713310722?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/jabbageart/status/1043175227713310722?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw


The Animex International Festival of Animation & Computer Games (2017) 
 

Evolution: Animex Festival 
Drawing for creature design: theory and practice 

Animex International Festival of Animation and Computer Games, Teesside University, 

Wednesday 24 May 2017. 

Available at: https://animex.tees.ac.uk/archive/animex2017/speakerProfile.cfm?speaker_id=618  

WORKSHOP ABSTRACT & ITEM 

This workshop provides an introduction to creature design and will cover theory and 

practice with an aim to create a believable creature concept. Rosemary will demonstrate 

the principles of creating imaginary animals based on the anatomy of real animals. Topics 

covered will include: finding inspiration and reference, consideration of behaviour and 

habitat, and practical guidance on combining animal features through drawing. Throughout 

the workshop, you will be given guidance and feedback on the creation of your own hybrid 

creature design. 

 

Available at: https://lau.repository.guildhe.ac.uk/view/creators/Chalmers,Rosemary.html  
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The Animex International Festival of Animation & Computer Games (2017) 
 

RELATED PUBLICATIONS 

 

Animex, Programme, 22-26 May 2017, pp. 14-17 
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The Animex International Festival of Animation & Computer Games (2017) 
 

PUBLIC REVIEWS 

 

Austin Whitmarsh and Leon Thomas, 24th May 2017. Available at: https://youtu.be/hLmZ6gnGw74?t=41  

 

Leela Taylor, 30th May 2017. Available at: 
http://papertalesofnorthyorkshire.blogspot.com/2017/05/creature-design-workshop-at-animex.html?m=1  
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Links 
Contributing Artists 

Rosemary Chalmers: 

● https://www.rosemaryartist.com/ 

Terryl Whitlatch: 

● https://www.membership.creativetalentnetwork.com/terryl-whitlatch  

Brynn Metheney: 

● https://www.brynnart.com/  

Kate Pfeilsciefter: 

● http://www.katepfeilschiefterart.com/  

Iris Compiet: 

● https://www.iriscompiet.art/  

 

Photographer 

Hamish Irvine: 

● https://hamishirvine.com/  
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