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Veins

Adrian Davies

The output, Veins, is an exhibition comprising a series of photographs.
Research Process

The photographs within the series present a view of mega cities within the Far East.
Examining the relationships between images of the familiar utopian city skyline to
those captured on the ground at close range. The series highlights the infrastructures
that ensure a city has services to function. Often hidden from view, these essential
city veins of wires and pipes expand as the city evolves and strangely mimic the
organic growth of nature. The series shows a city in development that is not a part
of an architectural design for urban utopia. It reflects on global connectivity through
photographs being made within a number of mega cities within the far east. The
edit and scale of images selected is an important aspect, as multiple images are
used to highlight connections between cities within a humber of countries.

Research Insights

The series comments on the wider themes of globalisation and homogenisation. A
photograph depicting a model of a city is included within the series, but is not
instantly recognisable as such within the exhibition. This helps to raise the question
of pre-perceived visions and altered realities of the city environment. Exploring
approaches to photographic practice is considered and the relationship of travel
photography to the personal experience of being in a specific location to photograph
is reflected upon.

Dissemination
The work was selected for the theme ‘Cities of Exchange’ for the Liverpool Look

International Photography Festival and was disseminated at Cities of Exchange: a
small view gallery, as part of the festival.



Adrian Davies

Veins

Exhibition - 7/4/17 to 14/5/17
Cities of Exchange.
Look 17 -

Liverpool International Photography Festival.

‘A Small View Gallery’. Liverpool.

8th April - 14th May 2017
Open Saturdays, 1-5pm

Opening Event: Friday 7th April 2017
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Social Media postings by Gallery during the installation of work
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One of our artists has been interviewed by Look/17 Saturday is your
last chance to see the show!
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LOOK17 | ADRIAN DAVIES

Adrian Davies’ work reflects on global connectivity. His exhibition at A
Small View presents micro and macro visions of Hong Kong — here he
talks to LOOK17 about photographing as a returning visitor and the rela-
tionship of utopian city skyline images to those captured on the ground.
The work was made during a number of [...]

READ MORE —

Interview featured on festival blog - https://lookphotofestivalblog.wordpress.com/2017/05/12/look17-adrian-davies/




Posted on May 12, 2017 by LOOK/17: Liverpool International Photography Festival

Adrian Davies' work reflects on global connectivity. His exhibition at A Small View
presents micro and macro visions of Hong Kong — here he talks to LOOK17 about
photographing as a returning visitor and the relationship of utopian city skyline im-
ages to those captured on the ground.

The work was made during a number of visits to Hong Kong, also Shanghai and
cities in parts of East Asia. I'm looking at these cities that are evolving growing,
changing. | was interested in the micro — and the overview. Within the exhibition
there are relationships between images — city views that are quite small so that de-
tails are lost. They become like model places (there is actually a view included in
the exhibition of a model view of Shanghai). This is the visualised expectation of a
city, which is quite futuristic looking. | show these with large scale prints of what |
call the ‘veins' of the city, power cables, pipes — the infrastructure of the city. I'm in-
terested in the relationship between how these grow outside of that utopian vision
of a city — that these buildings that are monumental from a distance, have all these
wires and cables going in to support all of that growth. I'm playing with the relation-
ship between what cities could be — the architectural plan, and then this free form
organic growth.

Could you tell us a bit about when you visited what was your reason for being
there, what lead you to start taking those photographs, was it part of a bigger se-
ries? Or something standalone whilst you were visitor to a new city?

| was fortunate to be in a position where | was visiting a number of cities over a
couple of years, consecutively, so | was able to make links between places having
been to Shanghai after Hong Kong, Thailand, Tokyo — a whole series of visits that
enabled me to think about making work that | could collate together, looking for
similarities and also looking for differences, thinking about that relationship with
what matters here in the UK. But it was the second time of going back to some of
these cities that enabled a different view. There was a familiarity. And because I'd
already taken photographs there, it meant that | was quite comfortable shooting
and making connections between what I'd already shot.

The larger scale images in the exhibition reveal an ad hoc network of spliced ca-
bles and trunking reaching over doorways or between lush greenery. To what ex-
tent are you thinking about global or digital connectivity and exchange between
places?

That's exactly it — those connections between the cities, I'm looking for similarities,
so | was looking for connections. And | think that organic nature — in the way those
larger scale images depict those things it looks like it could be a plant blossoming,
that organic growth, it goes across all of those photographs so they are interre-
lated. So those cables connect to other cables, its that idea — there’s a metaphor
there of the links between images and cities.

It seems that where you are in the world is quite important — for example, the ex-
pectation might be from somewhere far away, or the photograph within a place,
how does that relate to that idea of connectivity, where you can be somewhere and
not be somewhere at the same time? And how the internet creates expectations of
a place compared to being there in the very real and intimate way of actually being
there and holding something.

I've been exploring how important is it to be in a location in other projects — the
way that you experience or view something, so those cityscapes, there is no expe-
rience in those images. Because they are quite distance almost like they could
have been photographed aerially, there's no connection with the city, whereas
these other images, they're shot with flash, its almost like catching the moment of
the experience of noticing and trying to understand something. So for me that ex-
perience of photographing is about me responding, and thinking later how they
connect.




The inversion of scale is quite interesting in that respect.

It's how | respond to that experience, and | think the details are what you take
away. | think about the views from a plane, and how | recognised the skylines, par-
ticularly with Honk Kong when it's at night and the buildings were all lit up, there
are lots of touristy images of that view — that was already in my mind. How do the
predetermined images | have in my mind of these places form what | expect from
the cities compared to my experience of actually being there?

The future city and the cabling and connectivity that represents something futuris-
tic or utopian actually looks archaic and chaotic

That was what excited me about going to those mega cities. | look at those cities —
they're cities with a lot of growth that are changing quite rapidly — but that makes
them quite exciting — that they are the future. The skylines change through growth,
buildings becoming bigger and bigger, which developing city is going to build the
biggest skyscraper — how that view, that utopian architectural plan of this future
city is so opposing to that reality of those infrastructures that are growing to try and
cope with all that development — that's why | got driven to photograph this series.
I'd seen images of what these cities look like previously, but the reality of those
cities is very different — the experience on the ground.

Tomorrow is the last chance to catch Adrian Davies' work at LOOK17

LOOK17 Fringe exhibition at A Small View open Saturdays throughout #LOOK17
featuring work by Adrian Davies, Alec Aarons and Bertha Wang

www.asmallview.co.uk

A Small View

First Floor

Gostins Arcade
32-36 Hanover Street
Liverpool

L14LN

IMAGE CREDITS
ADRIAN DAVIES, FROM THE SERIES VEINS, 2017

Interview by Anna Taylor
www.anna-taylor.net / www.backburner.org.uk

You've mentioned that on return visits to Hong Kong you are making connections
with what you have already photographed there previously — you look out for those
similar things, so its your mind (or camera) that is the link between those places,
you're relating what you see back to what you already seen. The eye instinctively
looks for the familiar.

| suppose that's what's interesting about photography to me — that you always go
back and photograph what you've photographed before, because you're drawn to
those things. It's about finding what is interesting to you.
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leeds: china with adrian davies and yan wang preston, 6th june "18

In Leeds this June we are looking into photographic representations of China with two photographers who have been

working to explore the land and culture of one of the worlds most populated countries.
4+
Wednesday 6th June, 2018. Doors at 6pm, kicks off at 7pm. The Brunswick, Leeds.
Free Entry.

+++

Adrian Davies

Adrian Davies' work reflects on global connectivity. Often incorporating a multi faceted approach to photographic image
making to comment on the themes of globalisation and cultural homogenisation. Whilst also highlighting the relationship
of the photographic act and the experience of being in a specific location to photograph.

The series ‘Veins' presents a vision of mega cities in the Far East. Examining the relationships between the utopian city
skyline images to those captured on the ground. The series highlights the infrastructures that ensure a city has services to
function. Often hidden from view, these essential city veins of wires and pipes expand as the city evolves and strangely
mimic the organic growth of nature. The series show a city in development that is not a part of an architectural design for

urban utopia.



Miniclick @miniclicktalks - 6 Jun 2018 v
gugu “It's that idea of why we need to photograph things and do we really need to be
there to photograph it” Adrian Davies here in Leeds






