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Abstract
The ontological position of this  study focuses 
upon prevalent inequalities of access into post 
compulsory education. How individuals , who 
may be experiencing multiple factors of 
disadvantage or under-representation, can 
surmount barriers that limit their upward 
social mobility. 

Access, participation and success through 
post-compulsory education into secure 
employment is considered the solution. This 
research study contends that it is necessary to 
consider the context of home , its location, the 
health, welfare and financial security of an 
individual and of  their family as highly 
influential factors. 

The literature review identifies key texts from 
a number of perspectives including education, 
philosophy, psychology and sociology. In the 
review of  literature, the question under 
debate is whether education can, or cannot, 
compensate for society or achieve it in 
isolation of other agencies interventions. 
(Bernstein, 1970. Gorard,  2010. Coffield and 
Willliamson, 2011). 

The research question  subsequently 
becomes:

‘Can widening participation (WP) 
interventions begin to compensate

for society and education?’
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