
Consumer Poster Project 
Project completed during PhD by project in Fine Art at the Royal College of Art, Oct 
2011 – December 2016, funded with a grant from Lipman-Milliband Trust. 
 
'Consumer' examines the influence of capitalism on the visual landscape. In March – 
May 2015 I purchased advertising space around Cardiff city centre and populated it 
with artworks that critique capitalism. The artworks employ the methods of enticement 
that are often found in adverts but will invite people to think about the pervasiveness 
of capitalist consumption rather than impel them to buy something. The ultimate aim 
of the project is to encourage people to think about the pervasiveness of consumerism 
in capitalist society. By creating disruptions within the commercial advertising field the 
exhibition aims to provoke the audience to reconsider consumerism as a distraction 
that inhibits positive social development towards social justice and equality. 
 
I selected three artists of international repute; Ellie Harrison is an artist based in 
Scotland. She studied Fine Art at Nottingham Trent University, Goldsmiths College 
and Glasgow School of Art, where she undertook a Leverhulme Scholarship on the 
Master of Fine Art programme. In 2003 her project Eat 22 was shown at the Science 
Museum, London as part of the exhibition ‘Treat Yourself’. It is now on permanent 
display at the Wellcome Collection museum. In 2012 she created The Redistribution 
of Wealth installation at Tate Britain. Ellie Harrison is Lecturer in Contemporary Art 
Practices at Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art & Design.  

Peter Kennard is an established London-based British artist. His artwork aims to 
instigate debate about art, politics and society. It attempts to bring together different 
issues to stimulate the development of new forms of art that deal with everyday global 
themes. He is senior tutor in photography at the Royal College of Art and his work is 
in many major collections, including Tate, the V&A and the Imperial War Museum.  

Davin Watne is an inter-disciplinary artists based in Kansas City in Missouri, USA. He 
received his BFA from the Kansas City Art Institute in 1994 and his MFA at Maryland 
Institute College of Art in 2013. He has been awarded the Charlotte Street Foundation 
Award, ArtsKC Inspiration Grant, Avenue of Arts Municipal Arts Grant, and a Studios 
Inc. Residency. Watne is a lecturer at University of Missouri Kansas City and is the 
head curator at UMKC Gallery of Art. Recent projects have included Retail Sculpture 
- sculptural interventions in product displays in shops in Kansas City. I also presented 
an artwork.  

Because of the public nature of this project it is inclusive and democratic. People from 
who might not visit art galleries saw the posters and because the images use the 
tropes of enticement employed by advertisers the artworks are familiar and do not 
require prior knowledge of the arts. Twitter posts and a facebook page further 
disseminated the project.  
 
https://www.facebook.com/consumeposter/ 
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Appendices 
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